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Every year when the legislature convenes, there is one population that is noticeably absent. Oh, they have real needs, but they cannot visit the halls to voice their concerns. I am speaking of the frail elderly population in Oklahoma. They have fought our wars, nursed our sick, taught in our schools, built our roads, and have contributed so much to our state. We needed them. Now they need us. They need our voice to tell their story. They need us to advocate for adequate funding for programs and services such as nutrition programs, transportation, adult day services and quality nursing home care.  We have some tireless advocates who walk the halls of the Capitol but they need our help. This cause needs a strong voice that represents the breadth of this issue. 

A group of organizations have come together to advocate for this silent generation. AARP, the State Council on Aging, the Alliance on Aging and other statewide organizations are endorsing this effort to ensure adequate funding for programs and services that are vital for our seniors in Oklahoma. All organizations that have an interest in the needs of seniors are invited to participate in this effort. Senior Day at the Capitol will use this initiative for their theme in ’06. 

In 2005, Oklahoma had a budget surplus in excess of $700 million dollars. Yet, programs and services for the elderly were not fully funded to cover the increased population to be served. Oklahoma must make a financial commitment to ensure that the needs of the frail, vulnerable, elderly are not ignored. 

We must join together to extend our message to legislators and the public. Collectively we have a voice of 500,000 who share the same concern for the elderly in our state. 

By working together, we will have a voice that cannot be ignored. We are asking for legislators to be a champion for this cause. Encourage your legislators and other organizations to sign-on to this effort. 

Specifics for this initiative such as programs and funding are being finalized. The position paper will be posted to www.okahsa.org in the coming weeks. 



